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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X13. ‘the Grech sather industry is reprecented by the firm of Bata in Zlin. All 
obher fazte-vies, except a fow very cual ones, have been dissolved and the 
dhole rroduc*ion in Ssechoslovaliia is under control of 3ata. 


2. AS the ond of 1949 Bata employed %*,000 workers, ©,000 of which vere in the 
machinary denartrents and the rest envaved on boot and rubber nroiction, 
The monthly output of tne boot Sopa nant is 4,000,000 pairs of shoes of 
warious kin’s, ineludine ladies! shoes, slinrers, shoes vith canvas uprers, 
ote. In an omercancy, Bata could untlertake to produce 190,090 pairs of 
nilitary lesther boots a month. 


3. a percent o* the shoe rroduction is earmarked for export, wut beoruee of 
he poor qoclity export firures ant gales on the home market have Gaciined to 
such an extsnt what arproximately 4,900,000 pairs of stnes were held in storare 
tovards the end if 1949, The poor quality of lenther shoes is exrlained oy the 
fact that the tannine voriod of hides, wich is nomelly three ~onths, had to ba 
eonsiderabl: reduced because of. a sortare of leather surplies. 


he Cgechoslova.ia's home produetion of hides of various kinds covers only 25 rer- 
cent of her total rovirenents, and sides to the value of avproximately 670,990.00 
Czech crowns have to be imra rted coraally. Presest supplies suffice for only — 
fone vonths, and shere is 2 rermacent shortare of box calf and harcly any coat 
akin leather (chevranx). 3efore 1939 most of the box calf leather cane from 
Polant, but under the prosent trace treaty Foland does not Jeliver any box ealf 

to Cueechoricvakia, preferring to call it elsewhere for dollars, 


8, Russia, Polead, and Huncary do noe sapply any leather to Caschoslovakia, and 
ides have to be imrorted ia ‘oan Apeontina in return for Czech machinery 
and Neomstives: Czechoslovakia feors that if other countric es started to sur 
nly Arzantira with the achinene arsed, the imrort of “ides nicht be rednced 
to such an extent as to seriously emdanrer the whole Czeen leather industry. 


25X1 [| sores The Bata concern is oy Svit, and 2lin has becn renamed Gottualdey, 
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